8th Grade Reading CURRICULUM  08-09
Rusti Plants-Prouty
Unit and/or Theme: POETRY  





 Time Allocation: Weekly throughout the year
	FRAMEWORK
CONNECTION
	STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
	ASSESSMENT STRATEGIES & ACTIVITIES
	INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES
	COURSE CONTENT

Habits of Mind, Essential Vocabulary, etc.
	RESOURCES AND
MATERIALS

	Standards addressed in this unit:

Language Strand:
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

R & L Strand:

7, 8, 9, 11, 14, 15, 17, 18

Composition Strand:

20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 25


	Students will read poetry and identify, analyze and apply knowledge of: poem structure elements, various kinds of poems, and themes in a poem and provide evidence to support their understanding. 
Students will identify and analyze how a poet appeals to the senses, creates imagery, suggests mood, and sets the tone.
Students will become more familiar with word usage; synonyms, the degrees(s) of emotion contained in words and the manipulation of language to impact meaning. The third step would be to focus on the technical ingredients, adding alliteration, personification, color, imagery and similes, and rigidly try to adhere to consistency and a pattern of rhyme.
Through the use of dramatic reading students build a greater understanding of poetry and the poet’s voice. Further, the experience requires students to analyze and develop their own interpretation of a poem’s meaning and representation through performance. Extension activities involve students giving an oral poetry performance of their own poetry writing. 


	Analyze and interpret poetry through repeated oral and silent readings and whole class/small group discussions in reference to poem being studied. 

 Students will listen to and read a variety of poems, discuss their differing elements and characteristics while recording them on a chart for the purpose of comparison  

Students will read poems for increased fluency and improvement of presentation / oral language skills.
Will use individual and shared criteria for good poetry to select poems for a poetry collection and explain the reasons for their selection 

Will write at least four poems, illustrate them, and present them orally to an audience.

Using a poem as a model, create a new poem that preserves the rhythm and structure of the studied poem. I.E. Inspired by… Poems

	Interactive experience through exploration of poetry, preparation, brainstorming activities, repeated readings of chosen poems, note observations in poetry journals, underline/highlight significant areas of poems independently, showing important connections, contradictions, and colossal moments, constant vocab. and literary terms related to poetry review. 
	Establishing a common vocabulary needed in order to discuss poems regularly. Concepts and vocabulary;
Image, rhymes, repetition, pattern, originality, multiple interpretations, form, language, structure, voice, sound, line breaks, stanza, figurative language, word choice, details, metaphors, similes, ode, narrative, persona, sonnets, free verse, choral/paired readings, etc…
	Copies of Poems, poetic terms for each poem presented, highlighter pen, & poetry journals. 


